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pay her part of the sum needed for the support \if and would also secure the neutrality of Uenmurk; tail war ngainst Russia and Austria was denounced an allunt'lhcr I'miM^n to our cardinal principle of restoring the funm-r amdiliun of things. 1'ilt and Leeds closed their despatch with ihc following nolcworlhy words:
The cuinmenmnriU of hostilities agninsl llu- Imperial t'onil-., either indirectly by an imim-ilmu: rct:t^»Uiu» nf Ihc \\v\%w liHU'prmlviu'r, or cliveclly hy our joining in llu: mwrnirc-N of oflrrjhive uprr.uiims whirl) Prussia may fed it her inlertsl lu iitiopi, would go beyond the liru-whicti ihts couuiry has uniformly laid down, uml from which il dors not iippunr (Imi ilu; present i-irciiniMtinccH should induce her to drjmri. If cither the joint irpri-.s^niulions of the Alhrn, or the ntibariiut'tii incwsurea such n,H ihcy Iwvu IIOCMI hcrf uliUcil, nhuulil IK- sun c^nlnl in linn^irn; about it |u:iiu! on Uu- icnnh of tin* \ttttus ym>, thin ruunlty would llicn be willing U) iiu:Uulu Turkny, i'olnntl, ivml SwrtU-n in llui »Umnv« »nd lo guitriinla: u> ihcin tin: it:niut of lluil p.u;ilit.'iiliuii.'
lu order lo understand the impurtaucc uf this we must remember thtU at this lime the flumcc* i*f HiK'i.'rtH »i-Icntllng the cliflmcinbcriug Hchcmcs of the two l-'mpirc^ nnd llxoacof I'rusHlu were curiously cciiml. In bulk Uuitiiiaiul Aunulu had thendvanlnKc. Their armies also seemed likely lu drive the Turks over Ihe llalkans in the next campaign, unk^s poiciU diversions in the rear impaired iheir Htrikin^ uowt-'r. Mm Ihcnc diversions were imminent. The fair of the I fulfilling dmniiiicuM slill hovered in the tulance. ('iilharint: WUM Iurr in f.tcr \viili anotluu1 Swedish campiU^u which hrr cKlum^u-d cxchnpu-r ituild scarcely meet. How then ouild ihcsr two 1'impin-. withtiuiid the shock of 2cx),iioo trainrd 1'riissMiis with ihr |irm|trrl lli.il an Auglo-Uutcli (lect wuutd sweep the Umstan w.^r^lups from the sea? And ibis was nol all, Mcrtxucr^ had already ilriachtrtl I'oluncl from Ihc Kus.siatt alliance and W<IM un ihr puinl "f .tdding the resources of that kingdom to his own;" and ilur jim^icci gf cotisolidatinif I'oland.bulh puliliually and gcugntphitr.illy, uprnecl up hopeful vislas for that interesting pcojilt- and ihr whulc European polity, Above all it promised lo Hir on her weakest flank.
1 "K. O.," Pruulfl, 17.  Leeds lo Kwitn, afith KcliruAry. oftlicilntft of this tle^paicl) ore in I'itl'a * Dcmbiiidki, i, 62-73, 374-8.ficial powers, and took no step that implied Belgian independence.
